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LAKE STEVENS PARK BOARD 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 

Park Board Agenda 
Date: 

November 18, 
2019 

  
Subject: Review Parks and Recreation Planning Board Charter 

 
Contact 
Person/Department: 

Jill Meis, Parks Planning & Dev. 
Coordinator 

Budget 
Impact: 

None 
     
 
RECOMMENDATION(S)/ACTION REQUESTED OF PARK BOARD:  Make recommendations for 
charter update. 
  
 
SUMMARY/BACKGROUND: At the City Council retreat the idea of combining the Arts 
Commission and Parks and Recreation Planning Board was presented but was decided not to 
proceed with this plan, but to review the existing charters and update any code as needed.   
 
In review of the charter for Parks Planning and Recreation Board staff found there is an outdated 
reference to an RCW that is no longer valid since the state adoption of the Growth Management 
Act.  There are also some duties and functions that have not been practiced and some 
inconsistencies with the later adopted Special Event code in Title 14.  In addition to these changes, 
staff is recommending the addition of language that represents modern needs of this board such as 
providing direction on prioritization of park projects; and recreational programming as the city 
expands to provide these services.  Staff also recommends this board assist with the scope and 
visioning of park development. 
    
APPLICABLE CITY POLICIES: Title 2 and 14  
 
BUDGET IMPACT: None  
  
ATTACHMENTS:   
► Review of charter 
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Parks and Recreation Planning Board Charter Review 

Charter LSMC 2.56.060: 

A.    The Park Board shall be the principal planning advisory body for all matters relating to parks and the 

provision of recreation services to staff, Mayor and City Council. Public hearings required by Chapter 

35A.63 RCW to be held in the course of the adoption or amendment of the text and/or map of the Park 

and Recreation Element of the Comprehensive Plan, shall be held by the Park Board; however, this in no 

way prohibits the City Council from making the final decision. 

B.    The Park Board shall perform such other advisory functions (including hearings on certain park and 

recreation permit applications) as may be assigned to it by resolution or motion of the City Council. 

C.    In addition to these and other powers and duties set forth elsewhere in this chapter, the Park Board 

shall be given the powers and duties hereinafter set forth: 

(1)    To recommend to the Mayor and Council programs for the provision of recreation 

opportunities and for park and open space acquisitions and improvements; 

(2)    To publish and distribute copies of status reports of activities of the Park Board which may 

include plans and official recommendations made by the Board in the regular exercise of its duties, 

as set forth in this section; 

(3)    To consult with and advise public officials and agencies, public utility companies, civic, 

educational, professional, and other organizations and citizens in relation to its plans and 

recommendations prepared by it; 

(4)    To request all public officials to furnish, within a reasonable time, such available information to 

assist in formulating the Board’s plans and recommendations; 

(5)    To exercise such authority as may be necessary to enable it to fulfill its functions, promote 

park and recreation planning, and carry out the purposes of this section; 

(6)    To conduct, upon request by the Mayor or Council, an investigation and submit a report, plan, 

map, or recommendation in connection with the development of the parks and recreation facilities 

of the City. 
 

Would like to add language providing the Park Board provides input on prioritization of park projects 
and recreation programming.  Assists with scope and visioning of park development. 

Parks & Recreation Planning Board 
Special Meeting 

November 18, 2019 
Page 25 of 25

Jill Meis
This public hearing reference refers to an outdated code and is not consistent with the Growth Management Act.  The Planning Commission is statutorily required to be the hearing body.  The Park Board should be the primary advisory body for the Parks Chapter of the Comprehensive Plan update.

Jill Meis
With the adoption of the special event code this has become obsolete. 

Jill Meis
With the addition of professional staff and as we build the parks division, staff performs these duties with the input and direction of Park Board.




